THE BATTLE OF WARAL

as he could muster and marched on Kundla, which he
took after a short fight, and then on Rajula. On the way
he was joined by great numbers of Kathis, who now saw
an opportunity for avenging the many defeats they had
suffered three years before. The small Bhavnagar force
in Rajula was unable to withstand the terrific onslaught
made upon it, and when its leaders had been killed, and a
successful defence became hopeless, it surrendered. Having
captured Rajula, the Nawab decided to attack Bhavnagar,
to the great delight of the Kathis, who gave him little
opportunity for changing his mind. Wakhatsinhji was
undismayed, and marched to meet his opponents with
all the fighting men he could collect. The armies met at
Waral, where an indecisive battle was fought, but the
troops of the Nawab had been so severely handled that
he was obliged to retire after the fight towards Lathi, and
encamped at Jarakhia. After a short time spent in
recouping, he again marched in the direction of Patna,
Wakhatsinhji advancing from Dhasa to oppose him. A
furious and indecisive battle aiigain took place, and at the
end of a day's fighting both Wakhatsinhji and the Nawab
were glad to entertain a proposal of peace made by Jiaji
Jethwa, a near relation of Wakhatsinhji's brother-in-law,
Rana Sultanji of Porbandar. The terms finally agreed
upon were that Wakhatsinhji should pay tribute to the
Nawab, who was to resign all claims on Kundla, Rajula,
and several other places of lesser importance. Peace
being thus concluded, Wakhatsinhji returned to Bhav-
nagar, while Nawab Khan marched to Dhandhalpur,
accompanied by his Dewan, Kalian Sheth (who had
strongly advised the Nawab to make peace), and attacked
unsuccessfully the Kathi chief Godad Khawad.

Wakhatsinhji now decided it would be to his advantage
to make peace with the Kathis, fearing that they might
induce the Nawab to attack him again in greater strength
than before. He therefore offered to restore Chital to

175